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Kanye West and Taylor Swift 
At the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards, Taylor Swift famously won the award for Best 
Female Video for her video of You Belong With Me. The presenter of the award, Kanye West, 
interrupted Taylor Swift’s acceptance speech and proclaimed “I’m Sorry but Beyonce had 
one of the best videos of all time;” essentially stating that Taylor Swift should not have won 
the award for Best Female Video. After the incident, Kanye apologized to Taylor Swift 
saying: 
 

"Beyoncé's video was the best of this decade!!!! I'm sorry to my fans if I let you 
guys down!!!! I'm sorry to my friends at MTV. I will apologize to Taylor 2mrw. 
Welcome to the real world!!!! Everybody wanna booooo me but I'm a fan of 
real pop culture!!! No disrespect but we watchin' the show at the crib right 
now cause ... well you know!!!! I'm still happy for Taylor!!!! Boooyaaawwww!!!! 
You are very very talented!!! I gave my awards to Outkast when they deserved 
it over me ... That's what it is!!!!!!! I'm not crazy y'all, i'm just real. Sorry for 
that!!! I really feel bad for Taylor and I'm sincerely sorry!!! Much respect!!!!!" 
 

Kanye’s apology was not only insincere but it also made excuses for his actions. 
Furthermore, when asked if Kanye was genuinely sorry or if he just apologized due to peer 
pressure, Kanye replied “yes”. 

 
Talmud Shabbat 31a 
The Talmud relates the following story: 
There was once a man who wanted to convert to Judaism. He decided to seek the help of 
one of the wisest men of his time, Shammai. The man went to meet with Shammai and told 
him that he was extremely lazy and tight on time, and asked if Shammai could teach him the 
entire Torah, and all of Jewish Philosophy, all while he stood 
on one foot. (As if to say “teach me everything in 10 seconds 
or less.”) Shammai immediately threw the man out. The man 
decided to try again with another of the wisest men in the 
generation, Hillel. He related the same question to Hillel, but 
Hillel’s answer was very different. Hillel said “Do not do to 
others what you would not like done to yourself. The rest of 
the Torah is just commentary on this one line. Go now and 
study”. 

 
 



A Heartfelt Apology 
There once was a little boy who had a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and 
told him that every time he lost his temper, he must hammer a nail into the back of the 
fence. The first day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Over the next few weeks, as 
he learned to control his anger, the number of nails hammered daily gradually dwindled 
down. He discovered it was easier to hold temper than to drive those nails into the fence. 
 
Finally, the day came when the boy 
didn't lose his temper at all. He told his 
father about it and the father suggested 
that the boy now pull out one nail to 
each day that he was able to hold his 
temper.    
 
The days passed and the young boy was 
finally able to tell his father that all the 
nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence. He said, "You 
have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same.  
When you say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a knife in a 
man and draw it out. It won't matter how many times you say I'm sorry, the wound is still 
there. A verbal wound is as bad as a physical one. 
 

 WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE TWO DIFFERENT 

APPROACHES OF HILLEL AND SHAMMAI? 

 HOW DOES WHAT HILLEL SAID DIFFER FROM THE FAMOUS 

LINE IN THE TORAH, “LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU LOVE 

YOURSELF”? OR IS IT THE SAME THING? 

 WHAT DO YOU THINK HILLEL MEANT BY THE LINE, “THE 

REST OF THE TORAH IS JUST COMMENTARY ON THIS ONE 

LINE”?  

 
 
 
 
 
Pirkei Avot 4:2 

This source is from Pirkei Avot (Ethics of the Fathers), 
which is a collection of teachings compiled 
approximately 2000 years ago. The teachings are 
primarily ethical and philosophical, and are still drawn 
upon today as the source of Jewish Ethics. 

Ben Azzai says: You should be eager to do 
any Mitzvah, no matter how 
small...because one Mitzvah will 
inevitably lead to another mitzvah, and 
one bad deed will also lead to another.  
 

 WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THIS STATEMENT, THAT A 

MITZVAH WILL LEAD TO ANOTHER MITZVAH? 



 CAN YOU THINK OF EXAMPLES FOR BOTH THE POSITIVE 

SIDE OF THIS STATEMENT (THAT A MITZVAH WILL LEAD TO 

ANOTHER MITZVAH) AND THE NEGATIVE SIDE? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talmud Berachot 10a  

The next sources are from the Talmud. The entire 
Talmud consists of 63 sections, and in standard print is 
over 6,200 pages long. It is written in Hebrew and  
Aramaic and contains the teachings and opinions of 
thousands of rabbis (dating from before the Common 
Era through the fifth century CE) on a variety of 
subjects, including law, Jewish ethics, philosophy, 
customs, history, lore and many other topics. The 
Talmud is the basis for all codes of Jewish law, and is 
widely quoted in rabbinic literature. 

There were some evil and crooked men 
living in the neighborhood of Rabbi Meir, 
and they used to cause him a lot of 
suffering. One-time R' Meir prayed that 
they should die. His wife, Bruria, heard 
his prayer and exclaimed, "Why would 
you pray for them to die?... Rather you 
should pray for mercy on them that they 
should change their evil ways--and then 
the wicked shall be no more." R' Meir 
followed his wife's advice and offered 
prayers on their behalf and these people 
eventually stopped their evil ways. 

 והוו מ"דר בשבבותיה דהוו בריוני הנהו 
 מאיר 'ר בעי קא הוה טובא ליה מצערו קא
 'לי אמרה דלימותו היכי כי עלויהו רחמי
 דכתיב משום דעתך מאי דביתהו ברוריא

 חוטאים כתיב מי חטאים יתמו קד תהילים
 דקרא לסיפיה שפיל ועוד כתיב חטאים
 חטאים דיתמו כיון אינם עוד ורשעים

 עלויהו רחמי בעי אלא םאינ עוד ורשעים
 בעא אינם עוד ורשעים בתשובה דלהדרו

 בתשובה והדרו עלויהו רחמי

 

 EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCES IN PHILOSOPHIES BETWEEN 

RABBI MEIR AND HIS WIFE, BRURIA? 

 WHY WAS BRURIA’S PERSPECTIVE THE CORRECT ONE? WHY 

DID IT LEAD TO THIS CHANGED BEHAVIOUR? 

 
Talmud Berachot 34b  

Rabbi Avahu once said that someone 
who was righteous his whole life has 
no right to stand in the same place as 
someone who at one point was not 
good and then changed their ways 

 

 WHAT DO YOU THINK RABBI AVAHU MEANT BY THIS 

STATEMENT? WHAT CASES CAN THIS BE APPLIED TO? 
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 DO YOU THINK THAT TODAY, A CRIMINAL WHO REFORMED 

HIS ACTIONS AND CHANGES HIS WAYS IS GREATER THAN 

SOMONE WHO NEVER DID ANYTHING WRONG?  

 

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 606:1- The Book of Jewish Law 
Although Yom Kippur is called the “day of atonement”, if you have hurt a friend, you 
cannot get atonement on Yom Kippur until you make it right with your friend. Even if you 
“only” hurt your friend with words you need to apologize and make things right. If your 
friend does not forgive you right away, you should go back a second and a third time and 
ask forgiveness from your friend. 
 

 LEGALLY, IN CANADA, ONE DOES NOT NEED TO SEEK 

FOGIVENESS FROM THE VICTIM OF THE CRIME IN ORDER TO 

BE FREED. DO YOU THINK THE LAW SHOULD BE DIFFERENT 

AND SHOULD INSTEAD REFLECT THE JEWISH APPROACH, 

WITH SEEKING FORGIVENESS BEING MANDATORY? 

 
Mishna Berura, foremost commentary on the previous source 
Just because the above source says that you should apologize to your friends before Yom 
Kippur, you should not think that you should wait until Yom Kippur to apologize and 
make things right with a friend that you have wronged. If you stole from a friend, would 
you wait until the day before Yom Kippur to give back what you stole? 
 

 CAN YOU RECALL THE LAST TIME YOU APOLOGIZED? HOW 

DID IT GO? HOW CAN YOU IMPROVE YOUR APOLOGIES? 

 
Talmud Yoma 87a 
Whenever Rabbi Zeira had conflict with someone else he would repeatedly pass in front 
of the offender, thereby making himself available to that person, so that the offender 
would come and apologize. 
 

 WHY DO YOU THINK THAT RABBI ZEIRA WOULD DO THIS? 

WHY DIDN’T HE JUST FORGIVE THE PERSON INSTEAD OF 

EXPECTING AN APOLOGY? 

 WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE ADVANTAGES TO A SINCERE 

APOLOGY IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING A BETTER 

PERSON? 



 

THE JOEY RIKILS STORY 

 
This story is about a young Jewish man, Joey Riklis, from Cleveland, Ohio, who goes to visit 
the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem after his father had died. 
 
His father had been a survivor of the holocaust and was an ardent practitioner of his Jewish 
faith. Joey had rebelled against his father’s faith and the two of them had been alienated for 
some time. Joey was feeling guilt and remorse over his father’s death and blamed himself 
for it. 
 
Joey had traveled to India and done his share of guru hopping in hopes of finding an 
alternative to his Hebrew religious heritage. But nothing truly satisfied or filled his spiritual 
longing. So he went to Israel to explore the heritage that he had formerly spurned. While 
there he noticed people scribbling notes on small pieces of paper and inserting them into 
the crevices of the Wailing Wall. 
 
Joey asked a young man there what this 
was about and was told that they were 
petitionary prayers. People believed 
the stones were so holy that any 
requests placed inside of them would 
be especially blessed.  
 
So Joey decided to write his own 
petition, addressed to his father. He 
wrote, “Dear Father, I beg you to 
forgive me for the pain I caused you. I loved you very much and I will never forget you. And 
please know that nothing that you taught me was in vain. I will not betray your family’s 
deaths. I promise.” 
 
Joey searched for an empty crevice in the Wall to place his petition. There were notes 
crammed and overflowing all over the place. After an hour of trying to find an empty space 
he finally found a spot and inserted his small note into the crack. As he did so Joey 
“accidentally dislodged another that had been resting there, and it fell to the ground.” He 
bent down and picked it up and was going to put it back when he was overcome by a 
powerful impulse to open the note and read it, which he did. 
 
Here is what Joey read: “My Dear Son Joey, If you should ever happen to come to Israel and 
somehow miraculously find this note, this is what I want you to know: I always loved you 
even when you hurt me, and I will never stop loving you. You are, and always will be, my 
beloved son. And Joey, please know that I forgive you for everything, and only hope that 
you in turn will forgive a foolish old man.” Signed, Adam Riklis, Cleveland, Ohio. 

 
 
 
 
 


